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donations of equipment to colleges and universities. Although these sections of the act have distinct limitations, they have stimulated much industrial interest. The act's impact on industrial funding and donations of academic research equipment, however, has been limited thus far, particularly because of the depressed economy.
University Options
More efficient management by universities is essential to a long-term solution to the equipment-facilities problem. They may need to increase their use of arrangements such as interdepartmental centers that permit a unified approach to acquisition and development of equipment needed by investigators from more than one department. Special arrangements also may be required to facilitate cooperation among scientists from different institutions.
A common academic practice is to absorb the cost of equipment and facilities in the year they are acquired rather than distributing it over future annual budgets. Depreciation methods are rarely used, and equipment users are rarely charged in full. Maintenance and replacement are often not covered adequately in the financial plan. The use of appropriate depreciation schedules, as in industry, would yield a more realistic financial picture.  It also would permit more complete recovery of the costs of equipment and facilities through user charges. Adoption of the industrial procedure, or one intermediate between it and present practice, would require the cooperation of the sponsor whose funds are used to acquire the equipment. It would also require that agencies supporting investigators who use the equipment provide funds to cover user charges.
Alternate means of financing equipment and facilities have been developed at several universities. They include revenue bonds, industrial development bonds, municipal bonds, and tax-exempt commercial borrowing. The Committee agrees with the Ad Hoc Working Group on Scientific Instrumentation assembled by the National Research Council that such measures are worth careful attention.13  The working group recommended the organization of a series of regional workshops designed mainly to inform academic scientists and administrators of new ways to use their resources more effectively. The Committee endorses that recommendation and encourages federal agencies to cooperate in the effort.